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DEBATE IN THE SENATE;

KECAPfURE 'OF FUGITIVE SLAVES.

Monday, August 2*. 186#.
The bill to provide for the mow .flecto.1 execution of the

third cUirn of the wrond section of the fourth ° e

Constitution of the -tJailed 8t.tee cum up on iU third reed
bee. reed.third time, the ,ue.Uon was «J»n

mTwCKINSON. Mr. Pre«dent, having coaeented not
*, b«, to TTf.to it, to»be ebaeat e few deye to wcoter hie he.UK, I deem it

proper to state my opinion, concerning tU
-

_Thcectof lift, providing for the re.tor.tion of fuptt e

,lavea*nder th« constitution, would,<tn my Jad«.°t». h'Ja^wered the parpoM. for which it «. deeigned, if it h.d
been fcirly comteued .nd futhfuliy «ecuted. And, elthoagh
.we may obviate eome defecU which experience he. detected,
«nd edd to ite force by prescribing peoaltiea for rTOl8t'n* 1

mandate., yet, a. the whole difficulty ha. rested m . neglect
to comply with a plain provirion of the constitution, the ie-SeT^ill^ SoonEr found, if .ought, in cutting . soundSite of public feeling and constitutional obligaUon, among tbe
people of the free State* by Executive recommendations and
State legislwion, than in multiplying pen. en.ctmente by
Congress. The passege of . bill with .uitable provisions w »
do much good, but it. discussion here, going out se it will to
the people of the State* wffl do much more-, for it will turn

. -public attention beck from ihe contemplauon of a spurious
philanthropy, and more spurious morality, to the allegiance
'which all owe and all good eitixens acknowledge to the con¬

stitution .nd l.w. of their country.
.In entering into . common compect, the cever.l States of

the Union solemnly covenanted with each olher to rertore fu¬
gitives from justice .nd frem service, and these provisions .re
too pUinly written in the constitution to be mistaken or dis-

foortb, ^«bdWMoo .f «»
second section, relating to fugitive.from jusUce, is .s follows:
« A person charged in any State with treason, Mony.or other

crime, who .bailee from justice and be found inanother
Sute, shall, on demand of the Executive authority of the State
from which he Bed, beAM up, <to be removed to the
State having jurisdiction of the crime.'
The third subdivision of the same section, relating to fugi¬

tives from service, is aa follows :
«« No person held to service or labor in one State, under the

laws thereof; escaping into another, shall, in conseouence o

any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service
or labor, but shall be delivered t(P on claim of the party to
whom such service or labor may be due."

In both case, the fugitive is to be "deli -red up," summa¬
rily, upon proper evidence \ *nd in neither ewe, norin one
more than the other, i. he to be put upon trie! in the 8tate to
which he has fled, nor can " Congress do more than to pro¬
vide that he shall be "delivered up. The theory of he
compact is, th&t the fugitive will be justly de.lt with in the
jurisdiction to which be i. returned. It was assented to in this
confiding spirit, and I have yet to learn that the puctioe is

otherwise. And if we m.y distrust their sense of justice on
the one hand, and therefore violate the constituUon, they may
with far greater propriety distrust ours on the other ; .nd thus,
h.ving the suction of thatmstrumset, for a just and neces¬

sary provision of the fundamental law a system of conflict
.nd violence will be subetitnted.

The-grievance upon the subject of fugiUve slaves will be
redresMd whenever the masse, of the people in the free States
are aroused to the abuses which have been pracUced in their
name, under tbe garb of.benevolenoe and superior ssnctity 5
and, to the end that it may be seen how the question has been
viewed by court, and judges of tbe highest character in e

free States, and what are our constitutional obligations, I shall
append to these remark, brief extracts from the opinions of
Chancellor Walworth and Justice. Nelson, McLean, and
Story upon the subject.

< . * ,In tbe Supreme Court of New Yoik, in the matter of Jack,
.a colored man, charged es a fugitive, Mr. JusUce Nelson,
then a justice of that oourt, in speaking of the clause ot tne
constitution re quiring the restoration of fugitives, said :

««|t ia peremptory and unqualified that he ' shall be deliv¬
ered up upon the claim of tbe party to whom auch service or
labor may be due.'

. ,..R»0fp««The right of the owner to reclaim the fugitive in the btate
to which he hue fled has been yielded to him by tbe States.
Without this provision, it would have been competent tor
them to have wholly denied such claim, or to have qualified
at" AU this'power they have parted with, and the owner^novrhas not only an unqualified right to the possession, but he has
the guaranty of tbe conatitution in reapect to it.

In the s*me matter, in the court for the correction of errors,
Chancellor Walworth say. :

. . ,"independent, however, ot any legi.latinonthetubjecteither by the individual States or by CongiW, if the person
whose services are elaimed is in tact a fugiUve from servituoe
under tbe laws of another State, the fnrtitutionalimperative that he thall be delivered up to hu'* JJJJclaim made,- and aay State officer or private 6^?'^\ o^h Voallegiance to the United States and has taken the uaiwl oath to

aupport the constitution thereof, cannot, without j. 8. h>moral ruilt of perjurv, do any act to denr.ve tbe.*er°th.s
right recapture, wU there is no re^doubtthattheper
eon whose services .re cl.imed is in lact the alave ot the
claimant."

In the 8apreme Court of the United 8tates, in the case of
Prigg vs. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Mr. JusUce Story
«y.:

.
" The cl.use was of the last importance to the safety ana

security of the Southern States ? and could not have been sur¬

rendered by them without endangering their whole property
in slaves. The clause was accordingly adopted into the coii-
stitution by the unanimous consent of the framers ot u

proof at once of its intrinsic and practical necessity.
"How, then, areweto interpret the language ofthe clause

The true answer is, in such a manner at consistently with the
words shallfully and completely effectuate the whole objects oj
it. If, by one mode of interpretation, the right must become
shadowy and unsubstantial, and without any remedial power
adrquate to the end, and by another mode it will attain its
just end and secure its manifest purpose; it would seem upon
principles of reasoning absolutely irresistible that the latter
ought to prevail. No court of justioe can be authorixed1 so to
construe any clause of tbe constitution as to defeat its obvious
ends, when another construction, equally accordant with the
words and sense thereof, will enforce and protect them.

«. The clause manifestly contemplates the existence of a po¬sitive, unqualified right on the part ot the owner of the
which no State law can in any -way qualify, regulate, eontrol,
or restrain. The alave is not to be discharged from servioe
or labor in consequence of any State law or regulation. Now,
certainly, without indulging in any nioety ot criticism uponworda, it may fairly and reaaonably be said that any Sute law
or State regulation which interrupta, limits, delays, or post¬
pones the right of the owner to tne immediate posaeaaion ot
the alave,and the immediate command of his service and labor,
operatea, pro tanto, a discharge of the slave therefrom."

In the same caM Mr. Justice McLean ssyt:
» " Without adverting to other conflicting views and interestsof the States represented in ihe General Convention, the sub¬
ject of slavery was then, as it is now, a most delicate and ab¬
sorbing consideration. In some of the States it was consider¬
ed an evil, and a strong opposition to it, in all its forms, wss
felt and expressed. In others it was viewed as a cherished
right, incorporated into the social compact, and sacredlyguarded by law.

.. Opinions so conflicting, and which so deeply pervaded the
elements of society, could be brought to a reconciled action
only by an exercise of exalted patriotism.
« Fortunately for the country, this patriotism was not want-

in* in the Convention and in the States. The danaer of dis¬
cord and ruin was seen, and felt, and scknowledged ; and this
led to the formation of th. Confederacy. The constitution, as
it is, cannot be said to have embodied in .11 its parts the pecu¬
liar views of any great section of the Union; bat it was adopt¬
ed by a wise and fkr-reachiog conviction that it was the best
which, under the circumstances, could be devised ; and that
it. imperfections would be lost sight Of, if not forgotten, in the
national prosperity and glory which 1t would secure.
..The language of the ptovision is general. It covers the

whole ground, not in detail, but in principle. The 9.'".
inhibited Irons pauing 'any law or regulat.oo wh.ch .h.
discharge a fugitive alave (rem the service of hia master, .nd
a positive duty .. as-joined on them to deliver him up, on
-i-;~ of the party to whom hi. service may be due.
The bill was then pwmd. Mid its tide was amended on the

action of Mr. MASON, aothotitnow stand- as follow.:
" Aa act te ameod Mi .ppbwntary to tbe act antilled

- km act respecting fugitive from jostiee and pmooeeMap-

fog from the service of their srutera,' approved February 18,
1793."

THE PURCHA8E OF BOOK8.
The following engroeeed revolution waa then taken up and

read a third lime :

Retohed, That Mr. Palmer have leave to withdraw, take
oat a copy-right for, and print on hia own account, tbe docu¬
ments entkled u A comprehensive view of the principal inde¬
pendent maritime countries ofthe East," illuatrated by a chart,
which accompanied the report of the Secretary of Stat* to the
Senate under date of the 23d of April last, and referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relation* t and that the Secfetary of
the Senate be aue he is hereby authorized to subscribe for five
thousand copies ol the work, together with the chart, under
the above title, for the use of the Senate ; provided the same

shall be delivered by Mr. Palmer at a price not exceeding two
dollars per copy of uot leu than five hundred pagea octavo,
prirted on fine paper, and neatly bound in mualin.
The question then recurred upon the passage of the resolu¬

tion.

.

Mr. BENTON. As I wa» not present when this resolu¬
tion was called up the other morning, I proceed now to slate

my objections to its passage. I do not mean to strike at this
resolution only, but to endeavor to embrace the whole ques¬
tion of aupplying members of Congress with books. I think
this a proper occasion on which to try the whole question of
this abuse, which commenced seventeen years ago, and which
has been increasing to an enormous extent from that time up
to tbe present. In the resolution before as, I believe, is com¬
prised all the enormities and abuaee of the system t both in
the thing itself, the purchase of the books, and the manner
of doing it It is therefore my wish to try tbe whole system
upon it, and it is my intention to endeavor to get the Senate
to consider that they are voting upon the whole system when
they shall come to vote upon this question. I think this is a

period when we miy consider the whole system, with all the
abuses which have grown up, and may grow up under it j
and I apprehend that after seventeen years' experience, and
after having seen every evil that was foretold by those who op¬
posed it in the beginning ^ having seen every one of those
evils come to pass, and an immense number of others still
more outrageous, which no man foresaw at that time : after
having seen all this, if we now pass a resolution which is in
itself an epitome of all the abuses which have grown up
under the system, we shall sanction the whole, and have no-

thing to do put to pass these resolutions lor books to members,
as they are presented. I shall move, at the conclusion of
my remark#, for the indefinite postponement of this resolu¬
tion.^ If that fails, I shall then offer, by way of giving point
to this last effort to resist the abuse, several definite motions to
recommit with instructions upon certain points, for the pur-
poee of making opposition in the moat specific manner pos¬
sible to the several abuses which grow out of this whole busi¬
ness.

This abuse began in the year 1832-3. My attention
was first called to it by the 8enator from North Caro-
linay (Mr. Makoum,) who I am sorry to see is not here;
for, although he supported this resolution originally, yet
I think, when it is brought forward in the chape of trying
the question of the whole abuse on this subject, that he will
go back to the point at which we started together, and
from which I was his follower. I was a member of Congress
in 1832, and so were you, sir, (addressing tbe Chair.) An
act was then passed fer the printing of a documentary histo¬
ry of the American revolution. I was an attending member
at the time, but I knew nothing of the passage of that act,
and stated it in my place, and you yourself stated the same

thing, I think. (Mr. King nodded assent.) But I am very
certain that a Senator, now no longer among us, but who
was always attentive to the business of the Senate, great or

small, had no knowledge of it.I mean Mr. Calhoun. He,
you, and I had all stated that in our places. The first know¬
ledge that I had of such an act being paased at all, was a

year after it was done. 1 was walking one day.a hot one

in the shady Capitol grounds with the 8enator from North
Carolina alluded to, when he told me of the patsage of that
act, and of tbe enormities which might result from it. That
was the first I krtew of it. We then looked into it, and
found that the terms of the act were so loose and comprehen¬
sive that it was computed that the work to be done under it
would cost a million and a half of dollars. It then began to
attract notice, and was the subject, as you recollect, of re¬

peated struggles on this floor, and on the floor of the House
of Representatives. Finally, those who were opposed to it
succeeded,|by limiting the number of volumes, in reducing the
expenditure from a million and a half of de'lars to about half
a million ; and that was considered a great point gained.a
million saved. Amongst other things to be published in this
documentary history of the American revolution, besi 'es
every thing that could be collected in the 8tates, and from
individuals, were Hansard's Debates in the British Parliament,
for a period of about twenty years.from the time of the
stamp act, in 1764, to the conclusion of the debates on the
treaty of peace, in 1784.during all which time the subject
of the American revolution was the prominent topic of dis¬
cussion. Those debates, as far as America was the subject,
were to be reprinted as a part of our documentary history.
That was one of tbe enormities. I was at the time in favor
of stopping the work, and, if there were any damages fairly
accruing to those who had undertaken it, paying such da¬
mages, and being done with the business. It was defended
on the ground of contract, and of vested rights.
Now, Mr. President, paying a little attention to the de¬

bates in the House of Representatives, a day or two ago, I
found this passage:

" DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS.

low.I^uJiyvizf MiMiMippi' W0Ve<i t0 rtrike out thefo1"

'To eD*bIe,th® of 'he House of Representatives to
pay for one hundred and two copies of the eighth volume of
the American Archives, to be delivered to members of the
twenty-sixth Congress, at sixteen dollars and eighty-three
cents per volume, one thousand seven hundred and sixteen
dollars and sixty-six cents.'

to t0r kn0W why thi* Conp*" wepe called upon
V ok? for members of the twenty-sixth Congress.

It has been nearly ten years since this Congress expired. Some

nf^ Tem * !l*T? d£d»,nd other* baTe changed their places
vt.CIerk wou,d not be able to find them.

w0l0
'

. ..- "W,IIU ,,vl io nnu mem.

if % appropriation, and the result will be the greater

iw if b°ok* wiH be ,eft in the folding-room, and the
Doorkeeper, or aomebody else, will sell them.

Mr. Baxlx said that if the appropriation should be strick¬
en out, it would gratify no one more than himself. But, as he
understood the matter, these books were ordered by a law of

«« m
'

t
J Providing for their publieation.

M r-i J* understood that the contract was made with

. ju l* a,n1, orc. f°r the publication. It it could be
repealed he should be glad ? but, as he remarked, the contract

"?w ex,*tence, and the books were published under it
Mr. Bhowk aaid that his objection was not so much to

the printing and paying for the books as to the difficulty of
delivering them. More than fifty members of the twenty-sixth1
Congress are in their graves, and others have changed their
residences. The question was, td whom shall the books be
delivered f
" Messrs. Schxbck and Swkxtskr made a few remarks,

when the motion of Mr. Brown to strike out the clause was

disagreed to.
«. Mr. Hcirrxa was understood to suggest an amendment,

and to »ay that the proposition to vote books to dead men and
to those who had moved away wrfs ridiculous. He therefore
hoped that, if the books are to be paid for, they would be given
to persons now in existence."

This is an impressive illustration of the abuse of this
book-buying system.an illustration going far beyond all im¬
agination at jhe time it was detected. It is fact beating fancy
.furnishing books backwards, retrospectively, retroactively,
to the dead, and to the moved-away, and to the left-out of Con¬
gress. It is like pensioning members.pensioning with
books, transmuted into money.pensioning the 26th Congress.

It has been now some ten years, as the debate in tbe
House of Representatives well says, since that Congress ex¬

pired. Some of the members are dsad, and others have
changed their place of residence, and many left out by their
constituents, and the Clerk could not be able to find them ;

and therefore the argument upon which this abuse turns, to

wit, that these books ste purchased to enable members better
to discharge their duties here, can hardly spply. I suppose
it cannot apply to those who have ceased to be members
of Congress, or who have ceased to be inhabitants of this
world, tboogh I believe the argument would be about as

strong in favor of the dead as in favor of most of us of the
living. Certain it is that I never have read one page of any
of thin documentary history, for which we pay $A0>>,000 ; it

might as well have been voted to a dead man as to me. Ma¬
ny members sell them ; that is notorious in this city.and
"°®e **" cheep.d<>g cheap.less than cost. It was ststed
on t is floor by a gentleman who assisted us from the beginning
m making head against this new system of book trade.a

f.m °*0fli*. Mr. King.that he had been informed
{or book* bad been sold in many in-

an in<t»n° er" hooks in thie city. And he named

stan^SllT J? "'®e of doin* it." in

thoriued *n<i 1° on<*®r »och circumstances as an-

named on thi. iu. jl .
chance for ten dollars. It was

i nat WW part ef the abuse. And it seems that these abuae*
belong to that etas, of disease. Incident to theW. bTrk
and you ean never get then off Neither btf. M

tie can get them off when once on. There ere

thing, you can bum off with fire, or cot out with a knifes
but thia nt-fast cannot be god rid of in that i*ay.
and grows, like ihe Congress book-trade, and geta worsei up-
on timeT Another abu*V that all the new
have all that the old members gotr-that the new
muit have what the old one. have ; hence "m'rtant re^ation. to purchase book, for new members, and the co"8*
pusing of .uch reeolution.. The old member, cann* vowsst them, beciae they could not deny the new on-3S they tod i "d <". "Ivote .gainat it either, becauae they could not deny voting
themselves on an equality with the old onee { and thua it hastnemseive. on an wjuw j

. tej to ooe muil

-fhK, in tho immenfle iueqs which hi .been gtwi far book ,
_,lirrhaae of book® to be delivered tobeen appropriate for the pu^aso f ^Mome fictitious !members, the whole transaction na»

EOO<]There is not a book wen in the cue, and ^ th*

SMSffUTS-K S?-number at first, and tbwe ha e
vote aa manyof this limited wpfjy. Conre^Jt ^

y
for theaa it pleaae. tonew^JJeW MD. Thia, I' iSTSJTSl I know it ia obttged to be the cal,am told, *¦ the ca ,

^ich I have thua wen distn-because the number ofb^wtott^^ were nece-rilybuted over .nd ovw ai«mWJJ 8o Ui.f, inS«.itoUOT of ««*.T^itSI! Icn name eome of the appropriation,
for this Congreea book-trade, to give .ome idea of the capital

¦¦sSSS-* *.

Kskstssujsl «

rrjsBT:i^tt?¦«"»of^000^ ^oobf^ioSo1.5' ifissi"JK.5^6 VWwSW »**.

InTS9.'^p"«~"»f *..>"». i°'h, a"tf0"',r":
w "TS". Mt'UTh« bX* «P^ SSTSf. wbita-f»
near"ten year., but it afterward, broke out afre.h, and rage
with renovated fury.

n . 824.449.Thi.« OA find in 1848, the .urn. of $7,uuu ana **¦*,«

i-''to
"
AU .hi. which I produce i. ..ly^ b.«°ch ^ tto

new.the appropriation, made by the two H
,red_fhe^ur^h^out^Tthe^ontingent fund, of which this to

bers on an equality with the old one. ; that is to *J u

SSfStflKiT^etd wo^l.1^ who came

before them. (There is a case of
at the eleventh hour being entitled to full wag ,

.:^\tz"rto"w««.h.^b- b-

... «*.

ttot while the H-.huf.^^mb.,.rasard with this contract of Claike & Force, M .

hum* «d to to. eutboriMd me to -y.b« |nto8«M.tahuSl. to.gpatch.**! Mr.Oh**taw.!,
b. d,St,'V^ ft M,. F.tc., »bo tc.y « .v »^^willing to do M h. doee. Now,«r,
Force ... to bo don.i b, ® o«2U«' ^'^ffiUofST5£;T.."l.o.to. unde;[.,»4in tho po-ot of tho Houm. The contrjct "'b^tonal / he was to do the » head-work." It wa. a trust_noi
to be delegated , it wa. a contract with him, an officer
House, and an educated man, to do a wor

nropoeedhead and education. He wa. to co iect the matter pro^d

nuKript ae furnished to him. ine
laadina partnercontract wa. made U lort and gone. Jrh« le^inB^rt»«in the contract ba. left it. He quit. , J

j^.tick to it. Such is the argument, and .uch the P"cl,^°d.uch the abuse of this book buying business. The 8re*pirtofthU Documeiit.ry Hutor, i. to «o»»- A. 6m
there wm no iimiwljon upon time or qu.ny.
unlimited. W. got . limtt upo^. tto ,u«ug, ~^exceed §o many Tolumw ; but there

, t aaa iqand periodically Congre« is called upon fenM»l
pay for a new bound volume, and some

^ jetd id^yU^°iow>^ by me are only thoje

as?®£SSttKsasgoing through both
and paid for out of themost without form, by a mere re«K>i\e, » p

contingent fund. I have not had Ume to look into. «, duii
think I may venture to «y, that .ince the im

g.n.commencing mth the Docntnenttrj H«W7,5, c«t. million .nd . tolf, »d wb.djweJ.jot U»^to half . million ofdollm end which we .re called ui»n torX "p.j ^r8-0^-s,Stotinue until we are all dead, and still go »
of time.wid including all of the

r^^a.Cm«

WOA t^^Triw XotZt appropriation^ it i.^«dwork to Jr«eni a Congre.. bookappropruUon. In themean
time the booka which we buy are, most of them, either uwl«»
or dangerous.a benefit to the seller and nobody dse., As.an
example, I undertake to say that this work of docu°*nt^history, for which we have paid these enormous suow, haa
not been worth one straw to any member of Congreta, in any
public business which he has bad to transact, and that he ha.Sot got one fact or idea from that work which wasspplicab.e
to a .ingle measure depending before Congrew. ^gament upon which this abuse originated was, that it was
eoable membera of Uongn*s the better to discharge the* legis-
'"Vdwire to give another exemplification of the abuses aris¬

ing from tbia .ystem. It appliea to Greenhow . hi.tory o

Oregon and California, and the negotiationa which took placewS foreign Power, and the United State, in re ation to
the title ta that country. Thia book wa. purchased for the
use of the Senate.not half a doren volume, merely, to pu
in the library, where every 8enator could see them on any c-
easion he pleased.but purchased by the thousand for
UM of the Senate.meaning thereby that every Senator .hould
have hi. proportion of them. I objected to thi. purcha* a
the time; for, although I knew nothing about the book, ye
knew Minething about the man, and my °l'in,on.*'*8 Vwould be a .hallow compilation. 1 made all poMible opf>°"
tion to it in the Senate. It wa. earned, however, and th
.raument used to sell it waa, that we were engaged in legis¬
lating .bout Oregon, that there was a difficult qo*t!®n P*
ing with Great Britain about that Territory, and that it was

necewary that the membera ahould be furnished with
hirtory, with a view of qualifying themselves to set on the
subject in their legislative capacity. That was the argume
used. I believed, however, that it was better for u. to g
to the fountain head. We had the documente here wh ch
roniained all these negotiationa, and we had books which
contained all the discoveries, and I was therefore *
opposed to purchasing the compilation of an individual, inZdof looking at the document, themselvej, as we»U
_. ht hlTe joiM. The book was purchased and distributed,.nd^ have since bad more time to look at it than we had then,IS I new want to show some of the evils which havers*-

Ti »sTtoS h-u.

.how what has happened in consequent* of having this shal¬
low compilation to go by. 8ir, it nearly brought us to the
verge of a war with Great Britain, and all by following the
blind guide wh'ch he had selected.following a faUe and
¦hallow book, which we had bought, and then took for the
compendium of all knowledge. These are atrong words, but
no atrong*r than the truth admita, or justice requires ; and I
mean to prove what I say. Mr. Greenhow bad taken it into
hia bead to deny the line of Utrecht beyond the Lake of the
Wooda, which Mr. Gallatin, in hia negotiations with the
British Ministers had relied upon ; and to keep up his own
side of the argument be suppressed all that Gallatin said and
the British Minister*, admitted about the treaty of UliechL

Mr. Gallatin was sent to the Court of St. James in 1826,
fur the purpose of aettling questiona growing up in respect to
Oregon. He corresponded with the then Secretary of State,
Mr. Clay, and in that coirespondence, from beginning to the
and, he reatod, ai number one of hia arguments, upon the
fact that the boundary line between the United States and
Great Britain was along the 49th parallel of latitude, from
the Lake of the Woods to the Pscific Ocean, and that that
waa agreed upoo in the treaty of Utrecht- Mr Gallatin, upon
hia arrival in Loudon, in the second letter sddressed to Mr.
Clay, eaid that ke would inveatigate that question of the
fixation of the boundary according to the treaty of Utrecht.
Ia hia latter of tbe 25th of November, speaking of the Oregon
negotiations, ia nlatioo to Oregon, he says :

» On the kit11 ibject J did not dwell, having not yet sufficient.
hf investigated the articles ofthe treaty o/ Utrecht

Thia waa the opening of hia negotiations with the British
ministers, Meaaxs. Huskisaon and Addington, and the open¬
ing of bis correspondence with Mr. Clay. He would not
"dwell" on the subject at that time, because he had not yet
sufficiently inveetigated the articlea of the treaty of Utrecht.
He then made that treaty hia atarting point in the negotiation.
We all know something of Mr. Gallatin; that he had a

talent for inveatigation, a talent for analysis, a Ulent for re

Warcb, which enabled bim to discover the truth wherever it
lies. He did inveatigate tbe treaty of Utrecht, and did satisfy
himself of the feet that it establiahcd the boundary, and hav¬
ing satisfied himaelf of the fact that the boundary line waaI fixed at tbe 49lh parallel of latitude, from the Lake of the
Wooda to the Pacific ocean, he then brought it forward to
tbe Britiah ministers, aad atated it to them fully. The Brit¬
ish minister*, Mr. President, are well informed ; they are able,
they are skilful, they are bold, and they gain many advan¬
tages in negotiation by their skill, and by their boldness.
But they are proud also, too proud to lie; and when Mr. Gal¬
latin mentioned thia to them, they said, yes, it waa ao, but
that a subsequent .treaty between Great Britain and Spain,
that of Nootka Sound, had superseded the treaty of Utrrcht,
and thrown open the whole country to the discovery and aet-
tlement of all Powera of the world. They confessed and
evaded, aa the lawyers say. They admitted the fact, but
endeavored to get rid of it by bringing forward a subsequent
treaty.a reason>hich, whether good or bad, it ia not my pur¬
pose to argue ) but Mr. Gallatin brought forward the fact of
the establishment of the boundary line, and the British minis¬
ters admitted it, but aaid it waa superseded by a subsequent
treaty. The point with me ia thia, that Mr. Gallatin, in those
negotiations, and in that correspondence, from the opening of
it, and before he had mentioned it to the British minister?, had
determined to inveatigate that line, and to maintain it if he
found it true. He did ao, and did investigate, and did find it
true, and brought it forward to the British ministers, and tbey
admitted tbe line, but said it was superseded by the subsequent
treaty of Nootka Sound. All this was communicated to Mr.
Clay, who waa in the Department of State, in which Mr.
Greenhow waa a clerk, andafterwarda it waa communicated to
Congreas and printed. Now, the point to'which I wish to call
the attention of the 8enate is this, that in thia book of Mr.
Greenhow, which we purchased for the purpose of guiding
the American Senate and the House of Representatives, in
relation to the geography, history,_ and title to Oregon, and
which purports to give the negotiations on the subject ol
the northwestern boundary between the United States and
Great Britain, every word that Mr. Gallatin said in relation
to the line of Utrecht is left out It is all left out. And the
reason he gives for leaving it out shows it was done on pur¬
pose, the validity of which reason will be judged of after it is
read. I have made a statement, air, and a statement going
to ebow bow we have been impoeed upon, and fooled, in one
of th?f book purchases, and which waa considered a happy
parchase at the time it was made j and now tintend to prove
what I have stated. Here ia the Gallatin correspondence,
printed for the Senate, January 21, 1828, and for the House
of Representatives subsequently, Vol. 6, No. 199, Executive
Documents. In hia letter to Mr. Clay, November 16, 1826,
pp. 12, 13 of the Senate Documents, he saya :
" The pending negotiations, and the reaearchea they render

neceaaary, do not permit me to communicate more than a brief
account of what it seems most important for you to know. *

. . . 1 had but little to add to the arguments used by
Mr. Ruah in aupport of the right of the United Statee to the ter-I ritory in queation. * * * 1 pointed out the discovery,
Gray'a harbor, now improperly called Whitby's, north of the
Columbia river, bv Captain Gray ? referred to the line estab-
lithed in pursuance of the treaty of Utrecht, and made a short
recapitulation of the whole."
Hera the line of Utrecht ia brought directly to the notice of

the Britiah cjmmissioners, and the uert point ia, what did
they aay to it ? Mr. Gallatin tells what they said, and that
ia found at page 14 of the same document, and in the same
letter. It was this:

<. at the time of concluding the Nootlca convention,
Louisiana did belong to Spain, and she made no exception to
the proviaiona of that convention, on any propoaed boundaries
of that province having been established by former trealiea
with Great Britain, or of right extending to the racihc
ocean, the United Statea cannot claim any territory on that
ocean, aa owners of Louiaiana, either aa a natural extenaion of
its boundariea westwardly, or at implied Jrom the designation
of the boundary line, (the 49<A parallel of ^ude) settled
bet-ween Canada andLoumana on the onepart, andthe JSriUtn
Possessions of Hudson's Bay on the other part, by the com-
munonert appointed in purtuance ofthe treaty of Utrecht.

.. This convention of Nootka muat be considered gene¬
rally aa having become an international law, at leaat for the
Pacific, and superseded the claims ascribed to more prior dis¬
covery. set aside theexclusive pretensions oj Spain to the north-
vest part of the American continent, and opened it to the com-
merceand settlements ofall countries whatever, including the
United States."
This was the answer of the Britiah ministers.confessing

and avoiding.admitting the establishment of the line of
Utrecht, but pleading that it waa auperaeded by the Nootka
Sound convention. I do not atop to give Mr. Gallatin a an-

awer to that plea. That ia not the point. The point now
u ihat Mr. Gallatin presented tBis line to the British com¬

missioners as a part of the United 8tatea title up to 49.for no
one went higher at tint time.and that tbe ^ritish ministers
admitted it. The point, presently, will be that Mr. Green¬
how suppressed both thia urging and admitting the line, and
after that his reason for euch a suppression. We go on with
the proof*. On the 25th day of November, page 16 of the
aame document, Mr. Gallatin writea to Mr. Clay tbua :

..The boundary line agreed upon by the commissioners ap¬pointed in pursuance of the treaty of Utrecht, (the 49th pa¬rallel of latitude,) though felling short ofwhat mirht be claim¬
ed by the .»ited States, waa offered by them, and must, at all
even's, be binding on Great Britain. That line was indefi¬
nite. It had already been cotyfirmed to the Stony mountains ;
there was no reason why it should not be continued as far as
the claims of both parties extended."

This is what ia seen in the letters of Mr. Gallatin to Mr.
Q|ty the line of the treaty of Utrecht four timea mentioned
by him, and the Britiah answer to iL But there ia still a

more formal paper to be produced." the statement" and
«' the counter statement" of the respective negotiators.
There was then drawc up on the part of the British minis¬

ters s statement of the British title, which was annexed to the
protocol of the sixth conference, and conaisted of nine pages,
and is found at page 52 of the document. At the same lime
there was a counter atatement, showing the United 8tates
title, drawn np by Mr. Gallatin, which consisted of eleven
pages, and ia seen at page 62 of the document; and in this
counter statement Mr. Gallatin brought forward the whole
claim of the United States, and rested it, among other points,
upon the treaty of Utrecht. Now, Mr. Greenhow, in the
appendix to thia book, givea the entire Britiah atatement,^andomita Mr. Gallatin'a. He gives the British "statement" at
page 446, extending to page 455, word for word, aa it ap-
l*ars published in the document which I hold in my hand.
In a note to page 446 Mr. Greenhow says :

.. This statement, published with the documents accompa¬
nying President Adams's message to Congress, of December
li, 1887, is here inserted in full, chiefly because reference ia

frequently made to it in the preeeding history, in which its
numerous misstatements are exposed and refuted. See page
347 of the history, (his, Greenhow's, history,) and other pages
to which reference is made by note."
Thoa the Britiah statement of title ia given entire; and this

is the reason given for It, becauae it ia frequently referred to
by him, (Greenhow,) and ita miastatements exposed and re¬

futed )>y him, (tbe aforeaaid Greenhow.) Now let us see what
he did with Mr. Gallatin's "counter statement," in which
some might t^poce tbe British misstatements might have
been found out.

lt, _Now for the American " counter statement. Here it ia,
at page 348 of Um book, and compraaaed into about half a
page, and each pegee aa lha book cootaina, aaall laavee, wide
margins, and about equal to a square of two inchee m the
cotaniv of . common pcwapapcr. Hare it ia, [showing it «a

the page,] tod this is its every word that ia saved to show the
grouoda of the American title, aa preaented by Mr. Gallatin :

" ¦Gallatin chimed for the United States the posaession
T?r?tory we,t the Koeky mountains, between the
^ parallels, on the groundsof.
" The acquisition by the United Statea ol the titles rf

rranee, through the Louisiana treaty, and the titles of Spain
through the Florida treaty.

" The discovery of the mouth of the Colambia, the first ex¬

ploration of the countries through which that river flows, and
the establishment ol the first posts and settlements in those
countries bv American citizens.
" The virtual recognition of the title ofthe United Statea by

the British Government, in the restitution, agreeably to the

ft"1 i tr®ll3r Ghent, of the poat near the mouth
oi the Columbia, which had beeu taken during the war.

.

" upon the ground of contiguity, which should

£ve the United States a stronger right to those territories
¦n could be advanced by any other power.a doctrine al¬

ways maintained by Great Britain, from the period of her
earnest attempts at colonization in America, as clearly proved
by her charters, in which the whole breadth of the continent,

°5rUin P"*HeIa of latitude, waa granted to colonies
established only at points on the borders of the Atlantic."

Thia ia the exhibition which Mr. Greenhow makes of Gal¬
latin a correspondence.a document of aome eighty pages, and
eleven of them taken ap with a " counter at atement" of the
American dsim in opposition 1o the " atatement" of the
British claim. Thia ia all, and thia all ia Uttle. Mr. G.een-
how seems to have been aware that aome apology waa dne for
such condoct, and he accordingly gives it thus, in a note at
p»g» 847 :
"^ cminter statement oj Mr. Gallatin, a matt able docu¬

ment, it smutted only because itt insertion would have too much
increased the bulk ofthe volume."

Theae are the reasons given for omitti ng Mr. Gallatin'*
statement of the title of the United States: " too much in¬
creased the balk of his volume." Now, Mr. Gallatin's
counter statement was only eleven pagr s, and that waa too
much to put in. The British statement was nine pages, and
that waa not too much. The volume itself was nearly 500
page#, and eleven more could not have been told by looking
at, or handling the book.could only bave been found oat by
looking at the figures on the margins of the pages. Beside?,
the American people might have pardoned Mr. Greenhow
for sparing his own exposures and detections of the British
'' mia-atatements" aa he smartly calls them, and of which he
gives note at the bottom of page 446, and accepted Mr. Gal-
latiu s reply, in the shape of his "counter statement," to all
the errors of the British "statement." The country would
probably have pardoned him for such a substitution, but he
could not pardon himselffor so doing; and so he omitted Galla¬
tin s answers and substituted Greenhow's. The fact now
stands indisputable that, in a compilation of the history of
Oregon and California, for the instruction of members of
Congress, Mr. Greenhow left out the whole of the negotia¬
tions and the whole of the correspondence of Mr. Gallatin.
That fact ia clear. Why did he leave it out, sir > Why did
he give the British statement of nine pages, and leave out
Mr. Gallatin's eleven pages ? Can it be that it waa for the rea¬
son given ? It is immaterial what was the reason, except
that a false reason shows a bad design. I guess a different
reason from the one he gives. Mr. Greenhow had under¬
taken to deny the existence of the line established by the
treaty of_Utrecht. He started with that foot foremost, and
then stuck to it, trying to prove it as well as he could by leav¬
ing oat Mr. Gallatin's correspondence, which averred the ex¬
istence of that line. I guess he left out Mr. Gallatin's coun¬
ter statement because it contained this paragraph, page 67
of the document of Gallatin's correspondence
"The limits between the northerly possessions of Great

Britain in North America, and those of France in the same

quarter, namely, Canada and Louisiana, were determined by
committionert appointed in pursuance of the treaty of Utrecht.
r rom the coast of Labrador to a certain point north of Lake
superior, those limits were fixed according to certain metes
and bounds, and from that point the line of demarcation was

afr«</to extend indefinitely due west, along the 49th parallel
ot north latitude. It was in conformity with that arrange¬
ment that the United States did claim that parallel as the

. erH; J>Und*/y °f LLoui,ian»- It has been accordingly
of 18fa ^ " f*T " th.e Stony mountains by the convention
of 1818, between the United States and Great Britain; and no
adequate reason can be given why the same boundary should
not be continued a* far as the claims of the United States do
extend ; that is to say, atfar at the Pacific ocean."

Tfcis is the reason, I guess, that Mr. Gallatin's "counter
statement was so carefully left out, and so bad a reason
given for it It averred the existence, in the most formal
manner, of the line of Utrecht. Mr. Greenhow bad denied
the existence of that line; and did not feel called upon to
stultify himself in the face of the public by producing Gallatin
to contradict him. But be does not content himself with
leaving out what shows the line; be inserts sn argument
against it. At page 436 of his book he has three pdges ol
argument against this line, under this imposing csption :

.1Shoving- that the 19th parallelof latitude vat not telected
at the kne of tebaratian between the French and the Britith
ten-iionet in JVorth America, by commitsaries appointed
agreeably to the treaty of Utrecht."

At page 281 he again denies it in these words :
" But there is no evidence which can be admitted as ettab-

Utlung the fact that a line running along the 4tth parallel of
latitude, or any other line, wat ever adopted, or even proposed,
by those commistarttt, or by their Governments, as Vie Unit of

j,hf possessions on the north, and of the
British J/udsoti't Bay Territoriet on the touth."
And he puts that into italics, by way of giving em¬

phasis to the contradiction. And at page 282 he seems to
be perfectly satisfied with himself tor putting an end
to a "belief which had been "hitherto" (id eat, until
his book appeared) entertained " without suspicion " in the
Lotted States, and even "formed the basis of most impor¬
tant treaties. It was his design that it should form the basis of
no more treaties; so ha contradicted, suppressed Mr. Gallatin's

fifty"fbur^orty1 Emission, and pushed up to

Mr? President, on a former occasion, when the state of our
negotiations with Great Britain in relation to Oregon were the
subject of much and serious discussion, I brought forward these
facts.the main fact of the line of Utrecht.for the purpose of

CTrDLor.!vl76",lDg lh® furious passion which then broke
out for 64 40 . I adduced the line of Utrecht as fixing the
Une between the United States and Great Britain. Wbile I

Wa? ,Dd .c,utJ,7 extricating the Administration
anu. Democratic party from the perilous condition into
which they had been ran, I was blackguarded every day in
the ' organ in this city.the organ calling itself Democra¬
tic.sometimes editorially, sometimes by Mr. Greenhow, un
der his own name. I was blackguarded, vilified, contradict-
ed, and at last ridiculed and pitied, by the organ and its
backer, for mentioning the line of the treaty of Utrecht; and I

«l°ubt that nearly the whole of the Democratic party,
which at that time put faith in the organ, fully believed that

L J* WM no ,uch ,ine V tbalof Utrecht.that Mr. Greenhow
^clipsed all American and British negotiators, and that
"fifty-four forty or fight" was the duty of every Democrat
wl\° *M not . British traitor. I was literally cried down,
and Mr. Greenhow cried up until he rode upon the cloods.
Five hundred country organs played to the tune of the city
organ ; and in the face of the whole I had to take the brunt of
saving the country from " inevitable war with Great Bri¬
tain." It was the first time, perhaps, in which a member of
. P*rty» ¦.'ing the party and the country from an absurd
war, was assailed by the organ of the party, even j ustly, and
much less falsely snd wickedly. But, with the help of
others, we succeeded. The danger was averted. The true
line of 49°, which we had offered Great Britain for fony
years, was established ; and now we see, from the exhibit I
have made this day, that all the danger we then ran came
from a book, fraudulently false, for which we paid $3,750 to
give ourselves thirty copies of it each. I say we ; for, though
I fought against it, and refused to touch the book, yet its pur¬
chase was the act of the body of which I am a member, and
therefore we did it.

This is aome of our experience in buying hornbooks for
our Senatorial instruction. Mr. Greenhow gives s history ot
Mr. Gallatin's correspondence. He gives you all this in half
. P**®. which cost Gallatin near eighty pages, being the
largest instance I have ever known of the play of Hamlet with
the part of Hamlet left out; for he gives us Gallatin's corres¬
pondence with the omiaaion of the correspondence of Gallatin.
What is tho consequence > Why, sir, out of that book grew
all the disputes about 54° 40'. That book was the father of
the 54 i(y movement, which brought us to the verge of a war
with Great Britain.
And this is what we get for our money in the purchasing of

books Yen, sir, the money which we paid for that book was
the father of the 54 4C movement. After all he do«a nnt
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Ruse sn possessions. He does not tell how 64° 4(K origi-
nated, bat I will. I have found it out in another book.in

°1 Mr Ad,nw» who w" Minister to 8l

,£r# uV7 ,r°; a°d 1 -j,

r*Jir »lVhat .Wh,te;er duti" I may have to perform in
the Senate, I want no hornbooks to teach me. I wsnt tbs
original works themselv*. It originated thus, because Re
«noff married the daughter of Chilikoff or, rather, because
Chihkoff married his daughter to Reeanoff. The case is this.

off waa " of the Russian American Fur Com¬

pany. Thia was during the reign of the Emperor Paul, in
1799. He was a own lull ol food impulses, though rather |
wrong headed. The Russian company oppressed the Indian*.

When he was informed of this oppression he resolved to de¬
stroy the company, and to break it up. Chilikoff wai the
head of the company » he had married hia daughter to Reaa-
noff, the Emperor'* chamberlain, and got him to repraeent to
the Emperor that it was better to regulate the company than to
destroy it. He therefore m<de this representation to the
emperor. The Emperor yielded. Instead of breaking op the
company he gave them a charter, and regulated them ; and
that charter waa precisely according to the extent of their pos¬
semiodi at that day. The Emperor gave them a charter to
that extent merely because they had occupied it to that extent;
and that happened to be to the sooth end of the Prince ot
Wales Island, which waa then believed to be in 65° north,
but afterwards found to be 54° 40'. And that i» the way
that the 54° 4<y for which we were going to fight
Great Britain originated.all becaoee Resanoff married the
daoghter ofCbiliknff, and without any more regard to the
rights or claims of any other nation than to the rights and
claims of the man in the moon.

I will read from the journal of the Russian circumnaviga¬
tor, Capt. Von Krusenterm, who says:
" The irregular manner in which this sort of trade had been

earned on, the unjust and eruel conduct of the Russian mer¬
chants towards the unhappy inhabitants of the isles ot America,complaints of which had even come to the capital, had raised
up so great and powerful enemies, that Paul the First resolved
to abolish the company in order to put an end to a traffic so
revolting. This resolution would hsve been eertainly earned
into effect but for the interposition of M. de KesanofT, who
waa afterwards sent to Japan as smbs'iador. He had married
the daughter of ChlHkon, who had brought him in dowry a
?en great number of the bills of the company j the value de¬
pended upon the gains or losses of the trade. By his know¬
ledge and influenoe he happened to render the Emperor so
favorable to the company, that he rejected all the representa¬tions which were sddressed to him sgainst it, confirmed it
formally iu 1799, and granted to it great privileges."

That is the way, sir, that this 54° 4(/ movement came
shout.when we were on the border of a war with Great
Britain, to wbich we had been led by a fake and fraudulent
book which we had purchased for our instruction. It was all
because Resanoff married the daughter of Chilikoff. But still
there wss an argument for the purchase of that book at that
time. We had a question about Oregon, and it was argued
that this book was to illuminate us, upon the principle, per¬
haps, that in a nation of blind men he that has one eye is a
king. And then we hsve just had another book, Brown's de¬
bates in the California Convention. Still theiewasan argument;
we were about to legislate for California, and to the extent of
half a doxen volumes, to be placed in the library, to which Sena¬
tors might have recourse, it would have been a good argu-
meut. I would have voted for the purchase of half a dozen
copies, but some two thoussnd were resolved upon, and at
two dollars per volume, the work being such as we would
buy in the shops for sixty-two and a half cents. I fought
sgainst it, and, as usual in this Congressional book-trade,
came off second best. The number wss carried; but half a
dollar on the volume was saved to the treasury, sod the seller
still got whst wss about double price, and we got what was
of no use to us. This has been our experience at the present
session, and we all felt as if we bad been bitten. Still there
was an argument, or the shadow of an argument, that we
were going to legislate for California, and wanted informa¬
tion, and this book, at the rate of thirty volumes to a mem¬
ber, might give it. But in the case before us I see no argu¬
ment at all. It is to purchase Mr. Palmer's book on the
East. I do not know of any business we have to perform
here on which the subject-matter of that book is necessary
to enable us to discharge our duties. I know of no argu¬
ment for it, and I will look over the resolution presented,
for the purpoee of seeing what it is, and how it came before
us. I do not see the Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
Manoum) present who called up this resolution, and I must
therefore call the attention of the Senate to it in his absence.
This is it:

[Here Mr. Bkhtok read the resolution.]
That is the resolution. In the first place it is for "Mr.

Palmer." There is no christian name to it, as if there was
but one Palmer in the world. But I apprehend that this
Palmer, without being one of the kind who came in at the
end of the feast of the noblemen and gentry, a couple of cen¬
turies back, and who was welcomed because he was a travel¬
ler, and told good stories.snd took his name, a baculis pal-
marum, from the staff of palm which was the badge of the
Oriental traveller returning from the holy war : without mis¬
taking him as one of those Palmers, though he discourses
from the east, I spprehend thst we are all sufficiently ac¬
quainted with the gentleman. I believe that this gentleman
has been as faithful in his sttendance on this chamber for a
number of years psst as the average of the members of this
body, [s Isugh ;] snd that were he to put jn a claim for
eight dollars a day, he could make out as good a claim as most
of us, so far as punctual attendance would carry it. For my
part, I am sufficiently scquainted with the gentleman, from
that description, without requiring the resolution to insert
" Aaron H." before bis nstne of Palmer.

Well, now, the resolution asks leave to withdraw a certain
paper, and permission to take out a copy-right, and to print.Leave to withdraw is very proper in this case. [A laugh.]Yes, sir, I would give him leave. Let him take away thia
paper by all means. But we are to allow him to have a
copy-right, and to print at his own expense. Sir, do we
grant copy-rights ? What could be meant by such a thing ?
Why, it would be authorizing people to print their own works
out of their own funds; that is all; and that is exactlywhat we are required to do for Mr. Palmer. [A laugh.]Then it Is called a "document," with the title of it given
at length. " A document!" Well! in «he olden times a
document was an official pap«r, emanating from the executive
or some of the departments. But here is Mr. A. H.
Palmer's description of the .« Maritime countries of the East,"
and so forth, which grows up to the dignity of a document.
And how has it got to be a document f I suppose Mr.
Palmer made a deposite of it somewhere, ssy the Department
of Slate, and then got it back again, and that it has under¬
gone a process of filtration, which has made it, from a
common paper, a "document." This "document," after
having been spun and wove by Mr. Palmer, not out of his
own bowils, like the spider's web, but out of other people's
brains and books, was carried to the Department of 8tat» and
asked bouse room. There are a great many good men in
this world, snd msny of them have been Secretaries of State.
Many things have been carried and left there, and kindly
cared for. The bantling is left, and when it is wanted, he
who put it there knows where to find it. As the boys say In
the street, the fox is the fioder; and in this case, I presumethere was s deposite of this paper with the Secretary of State,
and that Aaron H. was the finder. [Great laughter.] And
then he gets some good-natured member of Coogress.and
there are a great many good-natured members of Congress,
as well as among other classes of men.to move a resolution
to have it brought down; after which the printing at public
expense, and the purchase of some thousands of copies at
double price, as a matter of course !

Well, members of Congress get their feelings excited, and
call for tbe psper. It comes down with great dignity. It
comes down from the Secretary of State, stopping in at the
President's fer his private secretary to bring It up to Con¬
gress. Hence it must he dignified ; it must be deemed veryrespectable. It comes upon us imposingly. It is then re¬
ferred to a committee. The committee bring it back to the
house. By that time it hss ripened into "adornment," and
not only ripened into a document, but it has undergone so
msny filtrations and received so many imprimaturs that its
value can scarcely be calculated. That is about the state, I
believe, of the present document, named in this resolution.
That is about its history, as I guess it. I have not taken the
trouble to make any inquiries respecting it; but I it
from what I see on tbe face of the paper, [Mr B- reading,]
" Entitled ' a comprehensive view of the principal indepen¬dent maritime countries of the East,' illustrated by a chart,
which accompanied the report of the Secretary of State to
the Senate, under datcoftZd of April last, and referred to
the Committee on Foreign Relations." Very Kr*D<1
But, sir, what have we before us in the shape of Oriental le¬
gislation on which we want instruction, to be S0"®" 1.
thia " comprehensive view of the countries of (he as

have read something about the countries of the ta>t ever

since I was a little boy. I have read of Solomon, snd oftbe
East in his day ; and I have read something of wh,t" hMIb*f°Mnce. And as for our merchants who carry on trade, I ap¬
prehend that they will not look at this in or.ler to_dec.de what
branch of trade ibey can eiplojr*. «7 '

jj-trihntedthe book is printed by order of Congresa
to find out where to explore any branch of trad,. I have
read rfu.ine the last quarter of a century, a great deal of our
merchants and navigator* of their enterp^ of the,r courage
of their success in carrying on busmeiw. wheiher at one [>ole
or the other; on the placid seas, upon the land, t r amidst the
tumbling mountsins of polsr ioe, ^"U.ng the g.ganttc mon¬

sters of the deep. I hsve reed what Edmund Burke «ud oC
them in the last century, and tbe black emperor of H.,U»
Thristophe. in this. Both seemed to be equally lmpeaeNl
with the energy of our merchants, but expressed by Chne-
tophe with most energy. He ssid, " hang up a bag of coffee
in hell, a Yankee would go and bring it down without being
singed." [Laughter.] This is an illustration of whet enter¬
prise Ameritsos possess. And yet, sir. Ism to be called upon
here to vote money to buy books for the purpose of informing
tbe American merchants whether or not they em carry on
commerce with the East, with China and Japan; and to do


